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LArments. Moses tl’l]Oll’ltd Aaror: and his two surviving sens from mourning for Nadah and Abihu.
The inalienable right to which every parent is entitled ol mouring the death of a child was denied
teSdror angd his sons, swhyv? Because the priests constituted a community of the anointed who
were consecrated exclusively 1o the service of the Lord.
The commitment or consecration of a priest 1o God is ultimate. all-demanding, and all-inclusive.
God lays unrestricied claim not to a part but 1o the whole of the human personality. Existence i toto, A A

in its external and inward manifestations. is consecrated to God. Aaron belonged 1o no one. nat even
to himself; only 10 Gad. He was not even free 1o give himself over to the griel precipitatad by the loss
olhis two sons; he had no private world of hiz own. Even the hearg of Aaren was divine property:
| What does all this mean in psvehological terms? God wanted Aaren 1o disown the strongest
emotion in man——Lhe Jove for a child. Is it possible? As far as modern man is concerned ! would
ot dare answer. \With respect 1o Biblical man. we read that Aaron acted in accord with the givine
instruction,;, —\amn \\1%7&7{1 Rimsell: he withdrew fmm bemé::l father. This movement of
rcwd is tar Lamamoum 1o self-denial. T T et
Not onl} Aaron was summoned by God inte His service. but the entire covenantal community
was as well. Once man enters the service of God. be it as High Priest or as an ordinary humble
person. his commitment is not patialidiisiougl, He'is SUBECITo the diving call lor wtal inner with-
drawal. Here the halachah intervenes frequently in the most imtimate and p;r\ona phases of our
lives, and makes demands upon us which often impress the urinitated as overly rigid and formal.

al  Let ustake an example. We all know the law that a fesihva? suspends the mourning for one of

L]

~

%)

FL%

o

neriod a short time helore the holi-

= shivah,

the seven intimate relatives. If one began ¢ observe the shivah
day was ushered in, the commencement of the laiter cincels th

Mourning in halachah consists of far more than the performance ot external ritwal or ceremony.
It is an inner experience of black despair. of complete existenual talure. of the absurdity of being.
Fis.a grisiy experience which averw helms man. shatters his faith and exposes his l-awareness as a
delusion. Similarly. the precept ef rejoicing on a holiday includes net only ceremonial actions, b
a genuine experience of joy as well, When the Torah decreed And vou shall rejowce o vour Festival
(Dent 1414t veferred not o mernymaking angd entertainine 1o artificial gaietv or some sort of
shallow hilarizy. but to an all-penetrating depih-experience of spiritual joy: serenity and peace of
mind deriving from faith and the awareness of Goads presence.

Now let us visualize the following conerete situation. The mowrner, who has buried a beloved
wife or mother, returns home from the graveyard where he has left part of himself. where he has
witnessed the mockery of human existence. He 15 in a meod to question the validity of our entire.
axiological universe. The house is empty: dreary. ev erv p\e& of furniture reminds rhe mourner of
the beloved person he has buried. Every corner is full of memorics.

Yel the halachah addresses itsell 1o the lonely mourner, whispering to him: “Rise from your mourn-
ing; Calt the wEhes from )our_'head change your clotfies. Jght (he lestive candles; regite over a cup of
wing the Kiddush extolling the Lord for giving us [estivals of gladness and sacred seasons of j joy; pro-
nounce the blmsmc of Blessed art Thou..who has kept us in life umi has preseived us and has enabled us to
reach this scason: 1oin the jubilating commumn and celebrate the holidav as if nothing had transoired.

as 1f the beloved person over whose death vou grieve were with vou ™ The huluchal which at times

can be very tender, understanding and accommodating. may on other oceasions act like a discipli-
narian demanding obedience. 1he halachah suggests to man. hroken in body and spirit. carrying the
burden of an '1bsurd existence, thal he change his mood. that he cast off his grief and choose jox.

¢

Let us repeat the question: Is such a metamorphosis of the state of mind of an individual pos-

sible? Can one make the leap from utier bleak desolation and hopelessness into jovous trust? Can
one replace the experience of monstrosity with the feeling of highest meaningfulness? [ have no
right to judge However, | know of people who attempted to perlorm this greatest of all miracles.

- Catharsis. pp. e

s

Maimonides writes: Just as kohanim aic not ciyjoined from drinking wiite exceptwhen they cnzer the

" Beis Hamikdash., se arc thev not enjoined from growing their heir unless thev enier the Beis Hamikdash.

\f)gx

All this apphc: to @ regudar kohen, but a Kohen Gadol is prohibited from growing Jis hair and iearing
his garments {at all times} because he is conscantly in the Beis Hamikdash (Hilchos Bias Mikdash 1:3).
In regard o a regular kohen, there is a prohibition of performing the Temple service with un-
shorn hair or ripped clothing, However. the Kohe Gadol is considered as if he is constantly in the
Beis Hamikdash. His prohibition extends beyond the confines of the Temple itself. Even when he
is owtside the Beis Hamikdash and wearing regular clothing. he is prohibited from tearing them.

73,3
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